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Professor Cherry said the
delegation had concluded
that the potential power of
China for good or ill was
very great and that It was
most important early steps
be taken to bring it into
the councils of nations.
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TIME TO END CHINA’S
ISOLATION -

PROFESSORS Oliphant and Cherry are only two of many

who have urged, since the explosion of China’s first
nuclear bomb, that new efforts should now be made to bring
Communist China into the United Nations. The arguments
for this are, indeed, very strong. ~The ban on nuclear tests
in the atmosphere—the one ‘important achievement in 15
years of disarmament talks—is already threatened by China’s
refusal to recognise it. Any further measures to stop the |
spread of nuclear weapons will be useless if China takes no '
pait in them. Indeed, any kind of disarmament or arms
control will be almost impossible without agreement of the
newest nuclear Power.

In theory, of course, China could take part in discussions
on arms confrol without being a member of the United
Nations. The Peking Government has itself proposed a |

- summit conference to discuss the destruction of all nuclear *
weapons without making any such condition. But everyone .

~ knows that this is pure propaganda. A conference to discuss

., that would run straight into all the old problems of inspeg-"

« -tion and verification which have bedevilled every conference |
»on this subject since the last war. There is not the least::
Llikelihood that China will prove more amenable to inter- |
‘national inspection than Russia has been. She might evén'®
be less so. : ‘ 3
" The best that can be hoped is that experience and under-
. standing of the terrible power of nuclear weapons will

, Hfgradually persuade the Chinese leaders of the need to enter
dnto the kind of agreements, tacit as well as written, which
+:Russia and the United States have accepted to make nuclear
life less intolerably dangerous. For this it would certainly
be .an advantage if China were -a full member of the com-
munity of nations, in constant diplomatic touch with other
world Powers.. This, however, is not quite so simple as it
sounds. A ; ng o

Tt was easy for first Britain and then Frafiée J,lo1 Jecognise 1,
Red China because neither of them had to"’igé‘ e'prq%g'n '
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of Formosa ‘and the Nationalist Chiny ‘YﬁT vernmet.
v (General de Gaulle just ignored it).  But she it ited SEAc
3\ the only. country that matters in_this busi %M ‘
¥ possibly accept Professor_Oliphant’s advitd"and . szta.p.d..
Q, over Formosa T0 Red China even if she erée.willing to do |
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Br
s0.. 1t would be hard to imagine anything-moze ':}81@3,),. or
ig‘.‘ haf"to

ore destructive of confidence in South-éast=Asia’ 1han
hand over a country of 10 million people I&tﬁéi 5{i§ Ifgipg
them, or to betray the Nationalist GoVernir;igﬂﬁ%p §t$ leadly
enemies. ’ e Tewlamal] o

This does not mean that nothing should: b @one. After
the Presidential election the. United Staté§""Administration
must surely tackle this problem which it hag 1eft far too long,
and the Australian Government should suppartiit. But the
solution must be on ‘the lines of the recognitidn; of 'Formosa
as an independent nation. ‘Tt is believed thuf Mt; Ktushehév
was once in favour of accepting a “two Chinas’; policy and
actually tried to persuade Peking to accePt’it.. But Mr.
Krushchev is gone. Tt is not easy to fee] ‘Gptiiistic about
the chances of Mr. Brezhnév and Mr. Kb’gY@l‘ﬂ succeeding
where he failed. The West, howsver, carnet leave it all to
the Communists. -The isolation of China is.one of the great
political blunders since_thessar. , Tt is time f0 ‘end it now.
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